
H
E

A
D

 O
F

 Z
E

U
S
 | A

U
T

U
M

N
 2

0
1
2

55 Monmouth Street, London WC2H 9DG
info@headofzeus.com | www.headofzeus.com | @HoZ_Books

+44 (0) 207 395 6113

N E W  T I T L E S
J u Ly  2 012  –  J a N ua ry  2 013

HEAD OF ZEUSHEAD OF ZEUS

ISB
N

 978-1-78185-069-5



N E W  T I T L E S
J u Ly  2 012  –  J a N ua ry  2 013

HEAD OF ZEUS



32      HEAD OF ZEUS / CONTENTS

      HEAD OF ZEUS / CONTENTS

November / p.24-25
The return of  
the Thin Man 
Dashiell Hammett
Hb £14.99  

September / p.12-13
roman Games
Bruce MacBain
Hb £15.99 / Xtpb £12.99 

September / p.14-15
The Babylon Gene
alex Churton
tpb £12.99 

September / p.16-17
Peter the Great
robert K. Massie
Hb £30.00  

November / p.26-27
The Vengeance of  
Memory 
Mark Oldfield
Hb £17.99 / Xtpb £14.99 

November / p.28-29
The Corn Maiden
Joyce Carol Oates
Hb £15.99 / Xtpb £12.99 

JaNuary / p.44-45
The rook
Daniel O’Malley 
Hb £16.99 / Xtpb £12.99 

CONTENTS

JaNuary / p.46-47
Nicholas & alexandra
robert K. Massie
tpb £19.99 

october / p.22-23
Tigress of Forli
Elizabeth Lev
Hb £20.00

october / p.20-21
The Crime of  
Julian Wells
Thomas H. Cook
Hb £16.99 / Xtpb £12.99 

october / p.18-19
The Silver Thread
Kylie Fitzpatrick
Hb £17.99 / Xtpb £14.99 

November / p.34-35
Wine of Violence
Priscilla royal
Hb £14.99 / Xtpb £12.99 

November / p.32-33
One for Sorrow 
M. reed & E. Mayer
Hb £14.99 / Xtpb £12.99  

december / p.42-43
a Cold Day  
for Murder  
Dana Stabenow
b £6.99

November / p.30-31
Shadows in the Night
Jane Finnis
Hb £14.99 / Xtpb £12.99 

July / p.4-5
Catherine the Great 
robert K. Massie
Hb £25.00 

July / p.6-7
The Conductor
Sarah Quigley
Hb+cd £17.99  
Hb £14.99 / Xtpb £12.99 

July / p.8-9
Habits of the House
Fay Weldon
Hb £16.99 / Xtpb £12.99 

auguSt / p.10-11
In God’s House
ray Mouton
Hb £17.99 / Xtpb £14.99 

december / p.38-39
Nocturne 
Joseph Wambaugh
Hb £16.99 / Xtpb £12.99 

december / p.40-41
First Daughter
Eric Van Lustbader
Hb £16.99 / Xtpb £12.99  

december / p.36-37
Something you are 
Hanna Jameson
Hb £7.99  

december / p.42-43
a Fatal Thaw
Dana Stabenow
b £6.99

december / p.42-43
Dead in the Water
Dana Stabenow
b £6.99



4

Scan for 1St chapter

      CATHERINE THE GREAT / ROBERT K. M
ASSIE

01 July 2012
Non Fiction/Biography * 234x153mm * 656 pages

e 9781908800947 £7.99 * Hb 9781908800008 £25.00
territories: BCOM XCAN * rights: SL, LP

a magnificent and memorable portrait of one of the most remarkable  
women in history. 

The daughter of an impoverished aristocrat, Catherine was married aged 16 to 
Grand Duke Peter, heir to the throne of all the russias. In 1762, Catherine rode 
out of St Petersburg at the head of an army to arrest her husband. Three months 

later she became empress of the largest empire on earth. She was 33 years old. 

Catherine ruled russia for 34 years, fighting the Turks abroad and rebellion at 
home, and shepherding her people through the upheavals of the French revo-
lution. She died in 1796 aged 67. From this extraordinary life of great events, 

fabulous splendour and barbaric cruelty, robert K. Massie has woven a thrilling 
narrative based on impeccable scholarship.

rOBErT K. MaSSIE is a Pulitzer Prize-winning, New York Times bestselling  
historian. He lives in New york.

‘What a woman, what a world, what a biography.’ 
USA TodAY

 ‘Massie once again delivers a masterful, intimate,  
and tantalizing portrait of a majestic monarch.’

PUbliSherS WeeklY

 ‘What Catherine the Great offers is a great story  
in the hands of a master storyteller.’

WAll STreeT JoUrNAl
 

 ‘Massie has always been a biographer with the instincts  
of a novelist. He understands plot – fate – as a function 
of character, and convinces a reader he’s not so much 

looking at Catherine the Great as he is out of her eyes.’ 
 NeW York TimeS

‘Massie has created a sensitive and compelling  
portrait not just of a russian titan, but also  

of a flesh-and-blood woman.’
NeWSWeek
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      THE CONDUCTOR / SARAH QUIGLEY

01 July 2012
Fiction * 228x145mm * 304 pages

e 9781908800824 £7.99 * Hb+cd 9781908800015 £17.99 * Hb 9781908800022 £14.99 * Xtpb 9781908800039 £12.99
territories: BCOM XCAN XANZ * rights: AU, SL, LP

Number one in New Zealand for twenty weeks, a profoundly moving story  
of music, survival, friendship and love in wartime Leningrad. 

June 1941: Nazi troops surround the city of Leningrad, planning to shell  
and starve the people into submission. That winter, one of the bleakest in  
russian history, the Soviet government orders conductor Karl Eliasberg to  

prepare for the performance of a lifetime.

In just five months, Eliasberg will conduct the ragged remains of his orchestra  
in the premiere of Shostakovich’s Seventh Symphony – a hauntingly beautiful 
piece written to bring a spark of hope to the composer’s besieged countrymen.  
Set against a backdrop of war, this is a moving story of the power of music to 

sustain the human spirit through the darkest of hours.

SaraH QuIGLEy has won several awards during her career. This summer 
marks the seventieth anniversary of the premiere of the Seventh Symphony.

‘I felt utterly transported to a place and a time –  
Leningrad in the grip of winter and the brutal siege that saw  
its citizens stripped of hope and dignity, eating boiled shoe  

leather to survive, the life being slowly crushed out of them…  
Quigley deserves to be mentioned alongside writers like  

Jane Smiley, andrea Levy and rose Tremain.’
herAld oN SUNdAY

‘This is a superb book – an extraordinary period of history  
brought into proximity by a daring novelist with a sound  

knowledge of music and a gift for the language of intimacy.  
In Karl Eliasberg, the conductor, Sarah Quigley has created  

someone whose misfortune is to embody all the complexities  
of artistic ambition and failure, and jealousy, as well as  
self-loathing. The Conductor is superbly imagined and  

brilliantly realized.’ 
LLOyD JONES, auTHOr OF miSTer PiP
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      HABITS OF THE HOUSE / FAY W
ELDON

19 July 2012
Fiction * 210x130mm * 320 pages

e 9781908800831 £7.99 * Hb 9781908800046 £16.99 * Xtpb 9781908800053 £12.99
territories: WORLD * rights: AU, SL, LP

 Fay Weldon’s new novel describes three weeks in the lives of an aristocratic 
household, at the close of the nineteenth century.

as the summer of 1899 gives way to autumn, Lord Dilberne’s decision  
to remain in Belgrave Square rather than move the household to the ancestral 
acres of Dilberne Court sends out ripples of concern. His gamble on mining 

shares in the Transvaal has brought no financial relief to an already mortgaged 
estate. The novel explores how change affects the lives above stairs and below. 

But as it unfolds, the novel also becomes a love story, precipitated by the arrival 
of Minnie, an unmarried american heiress, and her resourceful mother. With 
wit and sympathy – and no small measure of mischief – Ms Weldon plots the 

interplay of restraint and desire, manners and morals, reason and instinct.

Fay WELDON has written over thirty books. This is the first instalment of  
a three part novel set between 1899 and 1906.

“She had vowed never to trust a man again, let alone love one. But now, 
on the banks of the Serpentine Lake in Hyde Park – how she loved  
London! – arthur had wound a twig around her wedding finger and 
said, ‘There, we are officially engaged.’ Then they had pecked each other 
on the cheek.

‘are you serious?’ she had asked.
‘I am completely serious,’ he said. ‘It is time I got married. One has 

to look after the succession, you know. you will not interfere with my 
steam cars: I will not interfere with your little artistic sketches. Once we 
have achieved two sons, one for the title and one spare in case of illness 
and accident, we will both be free to go our own ways.’

‘I must have time to think about this,’ she said.
‘you disappoint me. you seemed a woman of quick decision.’
‘Oh very well,’ she said. ‘Let’s do it. One could go further and fare 

worse.’
The expression on his face did not alter. He just blinked a little.
‘We will wait three months before we announce the engage-

ment,’ he then said, ‘for the sake of Society’s reaction, and for 
the sake of the household, which would otherwise have hysterics.  
We must show some sign of developing passion between us. The servants 
like a show of true love.”
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      IN GOD’S HOUSE / RAY M
OUTON

01 auguSt 2012
Fiction * 228x145mm * 576 pages
e 9781908800954 £7.99 * Hb 9781908800060 £17.99 * Xtpb 9781908800077 £14.99
territories: WORLD * rights: AU, SL, TN, US, LP

 This book is more than a novel. It’s an event twelve years in the making.  
It’s a journey into the dark places of the mind. It’s a devastating testament to 

one of the most harrowing problems of our time. and it’s the story of one  
man’s crusade to bring justice to the victims of child abuse.

When promising young lawyer renon Chattelrault agrees to defend  
the first Catholic priest to stand trial for child abuse, he knows it will be  

controversial. Most men would stand aside. But Chattelrault is not most men. 
With the evidence he has gathered during the defense of a man he abhors,  

he mounts a crusade to expose the vast conspiracy at the heart of the Catholic 
Church. a conspiracy which allows those who have abused children to continue 

committing those crimes. For years, he lives and breathes a fight for  
justice that will cost him everything he has. 

ray MOuTON was the defense lawyer on the first criminal case of child abuse 
by a Catholic priest. His actions ignited a scandal that still rages today.

THE TruTH MaTTErS. 

It was this simple thought that led me on a twelve year  
journey that I began on a cold New year’s day in Paris.

 
Like the protagonist of the novel, I lost everything that  

ever mattered to me as a result of the experience of being  
burdened by the secrets of the Church.

I felt a strong obligation to the victims of child abuse,  
whose names I will never know; a duty to use my knowledge  
to write a story for them, a story no one could write but me.

It took me more than a decade. Every day I wrote, I travelled  
back to the most painful period of my life. There were many  

days when I could not force myself to do it. But I wanted to write  
a book that represented the whole truth, write it for the victims. 

I dedicate it to them as I dedicated twelve years of my  
life to them. The truth matters. 

ray MOuTON
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      ROM
AN GAM

ES / BRUCE M
ACBAIN

01 September 2012
Fiction/Historical * 228x145mm * 288 pages

e 9781908800961 £7.99 * Hb 9781908800367 £15.99 * Xtpb 9781908800275 £12.99
territories: BCOM XCAN * rights: SL, LP

an informant has been murdered and the emperor wants answers from  
the only honest man in the senate: Pliny the younger.

rome: September, 96 aD. The body of Sextus Verpa, a notorious senatorial 
informer and libertine, is found stabbed to death in his bedroom. His slaves  
are suspected. Pliny is ordered by the Emperor Domitian to investigate and  

conscripts his friend, the impoverished poet Martial to his aid. However, the 
Ludi romani, the roman Games, have just begun and for the next fifteen days 

the law courts are in recess. If Pliny can’t identify the murderer in that time, 
Verpa’s entire household will be burned alive in the arena.  

 
as the deadline approaches, Pliny struggles with the painful dilemma of a good 
man forced to serve a brutal regime, facing a conspiracy that touches the heart  

of imperial rome: that implicates the paranoid emperor himself.

BruCE MaCBaIN holds a Ba in Classics and a PhD in ancient History.

‘MacBain leads the reader down the mean and dirty  
streets of Rome to find a conspiracy of hatred and greed.  

Sure to appeal to fans of Steven Saylor and Lindsey Davis.’  
Library Journal
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      THE BABYLON GENE / ALEX CHURTON

a masonic lodge in Istanbul 
a Secret dining club in london

the Soukhs of baghdad
a Hasidic Symposium in berlin

a Sacred Spring on mount ararat
High table at brasenose college, oxford
a labyrinth of caves on the Iraqi border

a terrorist cell in Hamburg
a genetic research laboratory in california01 September 2012

Fiction/Thriller * 228x145mm * 496 pages
e 9781908800848 £7.99 * tpb 9781908800114 £12.99

territories: WORLD * rights:  AU, TN, US, SL, LP

an explosive conspiracy thriller that moves at break-neck speed around  
the globe to uncover a secret written in the blood at the dawn of history...

 
2004: when violent Jihadists bomb a Masonic lodge in Istanbul, the Turkish 

military enlist maverick British agent Toby ashe to find the cause of the attack. 
Hurled into a tense race against the CIa to solve an intelligence puzzle encom-
passing genetic research, a covert SaS mission, the true origins of Freemasonry 

and the strange disappearance of the leader of a Kurdish mystical religion,  
ashe must travel the globe in pursuit of answers.

 What if the invasion of Iraq was nothing to do with WMD? 
What if america wasn’t motivated by oil, or regime change? What if the  

world’s largest superpower was driven by a desire to find something far more 
dangerous – a viral weapon passed down through history… 

aLEX CHurTON is a Freemasonry expert. He lives in Gloucestershire. 

a coNSpIracy wrItteN IN tHe blood  
at tHe dawN of HIStory

 
tHe babyloN geNe



16

Scan for 1St chapter

      PETER THE GREAT / ROBERT K. M
ASSIE

01 September 2012
Non Fiction/Biography * 234x153mm * 928 pages

e 9781908800978 £7.99 * Hb 9781908800107 £30.00 
territories: BCOM XCAN * rights: AU, SL, LP

The biography that gained robert K. Massie the Pulitzer Prize, and a love-song 
to the rise of the russian Empire, now back in print.

against the monumental canvas of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century russia, 
unfolds the magnificent story of Peter the Great. Crowned at the age of 10,  

he became a barbarous, volatile feudal tsar with a taste for torture; a progressive 
and enlightened reformer of government and science; a statesman of vision and 
colossal significance: Peter the Great embodied the greatest strengths and weak-

nesses of russia while being at the very forefront of her development. 

robert K. Massie delves deep into the life of this captivating historical figure, 
chronicling the events that shaped a man into a legend.

rOBErT K. MaSSIE is a Pulitzer Prize-winning, New York Times bestselling  
historian. He lives in New york.

‘Enthralling... as fascinating as any novel  
and more so than most.’ 

NeW York TimeS

‘urgently readable... the work of  
a master of narrative history.’ 

NeWSWeek

‘Written in a style that combines vigour,  
clarity, and sensitivity... should be the envy  

of historians and novelists alike.’ 
ChiCAGo SUN-TimeS
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      THE SILVER THREAD / KYLIE FITZPATRICK

01 october 2012
Fiction * 228x145mm * 496 pages
e 9781908800862 £7.99 * Hb 9781908800121 £17.99 * Xtpb 9781908800138 £14.99
territories: WORLD * rights: AU, SL, US, LP

a panoramic historical novel of rare beauty set between Victorian England,  
Ireland and australia during the great age of sail.  

Dublin, 1840: rhia Mahoney watches in despair as her father’s linen warehouse 
goes up in flames. When her uncle, a shipping merchant, commits suicide, rhia 
determines to find out what really happened – only to find herself arrested, and 
forced to board a prison ship bound for australia. The voyage is made bearable 
by the women’s daily chore: to sew scraps of fabric into an elaborate quilt. and 
with every stitch, rhia unwittingly binds herself closer to a murder plot that has 

its roots in the cloth trade…

Weaving death, love and adventure into a vivid tale set at the height of Empire, 
The Silver Thread is narrated with the skill and style of a literary storyteller. 

KyLIE FITZPaTrICK is the author of two historical novels which  
have been published in ten languages.

THE raJaH QuILT  
is the only known surviving convict 
quilt from the transportation period, 
and was made by women on the  
transport ship rajah in 1841. I was 
drawn to the quilt itself, initially – a 
painstakingly and beautifully crafted 
textile – and from there I was led to the 
Quaker charity that supported convict 
women by collecting remnants to be 
made into quilts. This, in turn, led me 
to the Irish and English cloth trades, 
and my story grew from there. The 
backdrop of industrialisation, the  
first opium war and the beginnings  
of early photography were all in sync,  
historically, with the journey of the  
rajah, and this was how they came  
to be woven into my story.

KYLIE FITZPATRICK
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      THE CRIM
E OF JULIAN W

ELLS / THOM
AS H. COOK

01 october 2012
Fiction/Crime * 228x145mm * 304 pages

e 9781781850398 £7.99 * Hb 9781908800145 £16.99 * Xtpb 9781908800152 £12.99
territories: BCOM XCAN * rights:  AU, SL, LP

When famed true-crime writer Julian Wells is found dead in a boat set adrift, 
the question is not how he died, but why? 

What happened to this man, a writer of dark non-fiction works that detail some 
of the worst crimes of the twentieth century?  

When Wells take his own life in Montauk, New york, his best friend, the literary 
critic Philip anders, begins to reread his work in order to prepare a eulogy. This 
rereading, along with other clues, convinces the critic that his friend has com-
mitted a terrible crime, and that it was as punishment for this crime that Wells 
took his own life. anders’ investigation, his obsession, with the mystery of the 

man he thought he knew leads him from Paris to Budapest, a journey that takes 
him deeper and deeper in to the heart of darkness that was Julian Wells.

THOMaS H. COOK is one of the world’s most respected crime writers.  
He has won many awards for his novels.

I HaVE aLWayS believed that a  
crime novel should be a novel, period.  
It should be a fully-realized work of  
art, one in which character and setting 
are both well developed. I don’t care 
‘who done it’, if I don’t care to whom  
it was done. 

Crime novels deal with lives in crisis, 
and for that reason they are perfect  
vehicles for exploring the subtleties  
of moral choice and the consequences 
of moral failure. For that reason, the 
characters in crime novels can’t exist 
only to either commit or suffer crimes. 
They must be human beings capable  
of feeling the full range of emotions  
we associate with criminal acts, jealousy, 
greed, desperation, hopelessness.  
They must confront all the pits and 
snares with which the road of life is  
littered, and they must do so not as 
cardboard figures, but as people whose 
lives are touched by either moral or 
physical crisis.  

When crime writers care about their 
characters, they write books that can  
instruct and inform readers in exactly 
the same way as mainstream fiction,  
but this is done only when crime  
writers consider themselves novelists 
first and genre novelists second.

THOMAS H. COOK
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      TIGRESS OF FORLI / ELIZABETH LEV

01 october 2012
Non Fiction/Biography * 234x170mm * 336 pages

e 9781781850404 £7.99 * Hb 9781908800176 £20.00 
territories: BCOM XCAN * rights: AU, SL, LP

The life of Caterina Sforza crosses the firmament of Italy’s  
High renaissance like a shooting star.

She was born a Sforza in 1463, the illegitimate daughter of the Duke of Milan, 
and she died a Medici in 1509. In her 46 years she bore eight children and 

buried three husbands. She was painted by Botticelli, feted by Pope Sextus the 
Fourth, slandered by Machiavelli, celebrated as a warrior queen who led her own 

troops into battle, besieged, imprisoned and raped by Cesare Borgia, remem-
bered as the author of a recipe book that went through more than 100 editions 

and honoured at her death as ‘without a doubt the first lady of Italy’. 

Her direct descendants would include the Grand Dukes of Tuscany and the 
Kings of France and England.

ELIZaBETH LEV is an art historian. She lives in rome.
‘Warring kingdoms, feuding cousins, corrupt popes  

and hapless husbands and lovers. Caterina’s tale  
is as action-packed as Game of Thrones.’ 

New york Times
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      THE RETURN OF THE THIN M
AN / DASHIELL HAM

M
ETT

01 November 2012
Fiction/Crime * 210x130mm * 224 pages
e 9781781850442 £7.99 * Hb 9781908800206 £14.99 
territories: BCOM XCAN * rights: SL, LP

The first new Dashiell Hammett book in more than half a century. 
‘Hammett was the ace performer. He did over and over again what only  

the best writers ever do at all.’ raymond Chandler

although characters and stories like Sam Spade and The maltese Falcon  
are famous the world over, and despite the New York Times’ description of him  

as the ‘dean of the school of hard-boiled noir’, Dashiell Hammett wrote only five 
full-length novels in his career. The Thin man was the last of these, published  

in 1934. But Hammett wrote two other ‘treatments’ for investigator Nick 
Charles and his nemesis Charles Wynant, the ‘thin man’ of the title. Lost when 
Hammett retired as a novelist, together those treatments form the continuing 
story of The Thin man, which is now being published for the first time, ever. 

DaSHIELL HaMMETT died in 1955. His influence lives on in generations  
of writers as diverse as raymond Chandler and William Burroughs.

I’vE HAD THE good fortune to be  
associated with the principals of the  
Dashiell Hammett estate for many years. 
Richard Layman, author of the best  
Hammett biography, as well as the  
bibliography, has been a friend  
and fellow collector for thirty years.

Back in 1986, Rick and I had corresponded 
about unpublished and uncollected  
Hammett material. Amazingly, I still had 
the file, which had a newspaper clipping 
from 1976 referring to an unpublished 
Thin Man story. A call to Rick. Did he have 
this story? Three days later, he called back 
to say that he not only had it, he had two 
Thin Man Stories, one titled ‘Another Thin 
Man’ and the other ‘After the Thin Man’. 

These were the stories, often referred  
to as treatments, which Hammett had  
written for the sequels to the immensely 
popular William Powell and Myrna Loy 
film, The Thin man. I read them immediate-
ly and with great enthusiasm. These were 
polished stories with impeccable character 
development and finely tuned dialogue. 
Combining for nearly 300 pages,  
this will be an amazing book – the first  
new Dashiell Hammett book in more  
than a half-century. For a publisher,  
these books are the stuff that dreams  
are made of.

OTTO PENZLER



26

Scan for 1St chapter

      THE VENGEANCE OF M
EM

ORY / M
ARK OLDFIELD

01 November 2012
Fiction * 228x145mm * 528 pages

e 9781781850435 £7.99 * Hb 9781908800183 £17.99 * Xtpb 9781908800190 £14.99
territories: BCOM XCAN * rights: AU, SL, LP

The story of a man you pray you’ll never meet and a cruelty that  
echoes through decades. a superb debut by a new British star.

Madrid, winter 1953: the snow lies thick on the ground and Comandante  
Leopoldo Guzmán is preparing a dawn raid. This man is the cold, unyielding 

steel of Franco’s regime, the fear behind his power. He is accountable to none, 
and moves at will through the corruption and deprivation of Franco’s Spain. 

But Guzmán is hiding a secret, a secret that will change everything. 

Madrid, 2010: ana María Galindez is a forensic scientist investigating the  
mass graves of the Franco era, the atrocities committed by the head of the  

infamous Brigada Especial, Leopoldo Guzmán. The man disappeared  
without trace in 1953, but as Galindez will soon discover, this doesn’t  

make him any less deadly.

MarK OLDFIELD holds a PhD in criminology. He lives in Kent.

Madrid 13 January, 1953

The Civil War has been over for 13 years, but Franco  
swore he would never forgive or forget his enemies.

And he hasn’t.

At dawn tomorrow, 15 men and women will be  
rounded up and executed. Shot in the head if they  

are lucky, garrotted if they aren't.

Their tangled bones won't be unearthed for 57 years,  
but the secrets they conceal will still be lethal.
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      THE CORN M
AIDEN / JOYCE CAROL OATES

01 November 2012
Fiction * 228x145mm * 384 pages

e 9781781850510 £7.99 * Hb 9781908800220 £15.99 * Xtpb 9781908800237 £12.99
territories: BCOM XCAN * rights: AU, SL, LP

One day in the Hudson Valley, an 11-year-old girl disappears on her walk home 
from school. a new novella of shocking intensity from Joyce Carol Oates.

Twice nominated for the Nobel Prize, Joyce Carol Oates presents  
an unbearably taut and terrifying tale combining the fury of folklore and  

adolescent insecurity. Marissa is an innocent girl, with hair the colour of corn-
silk. She does not hold others in strange thrall, as some young women do,  

she obeys her parents, she does not stay late after school, lingering on her walk 
through the swaying heads of maize. She is the perfect sacrifice.

The Corn maiden is a novella, followed by six other nightmares.

JOyCE CarOL OaTES is a giant of the literary world. She has written  
over seventy books and lives in New Jersey.
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The first in a series set on the frontier of the vast roman empire. 
Welcome to Britannia, aD 91.

It is almost fifty years since the legions invaded, but Britain is still a raw  
frontier province. Tensions run high, especially in the north, where aurelia  
Marcella, a young roman woman fled from the disaster at Pompeii, runs  

the Oak Tree Inn on the road to york.

When a traveller, Quintus, is left for dead outside the inn, aurelia  
finds herself confronting a secretive war-band led by a man known only  

as the Shadow of Death. Can she destroy him before his campaign  
of terror turns into open rebellion?

JaNE FINNIS was a radio producer and reporter.  
She lives in yorkshire.

01 November 2012
Fiction/Historical * 228x145mm * 368 pages
E 9781908800886 £7.99 * HB 9781781850022 £14.99 * XTPB 9781781850039 £12.99
Territories: BCOM XCAN * Rights: SL, LP

      SHADOW
S IN THE NIGHT / JANE FINNIS

SerIeS 
lauNcH
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      ONE FOR SORROW
 / M

. E. M
AYER

01 November 2012
Fiction/Historical * 228x145mm * 320 pages

E 9781908800893 £7.99 * HB 9781781850046 £14.99 * XTPB 9781781850053 £12.99
Territories: BCOM XCAN * Rights: SL, LP

The first in a historical mystery series set in Constantinople, following  
a slave who rises to become the Emperor Justinian’s most trusted advisor.

It is 527 aD and Constantinople is a city simmering on the edge of chaos,  
a volatile stew of creeds and cultures. at its heart lies the Great Palace and  

the imperial court of the roman Empire, a seething knot of ambition,  
competition, intrigue and treachery.

Into the maelstrom comes John. Once a warrior, now a slave. Once a man, now 
a eunuch. But in a city where violence and murder are commonplace, it is John’s 

skills as an investigator that will win him his freedom and a place at the right 
hand of Justinian, the greatest of Byzantium’s emperors.

Mary rEED and ErIC MEyEr are husband and wife and authors  
of nine John the Lord Chamberlain historical mysteries.

SerIeS 
lauNcH

ONE for SORROW  
TWO for JOY
THREE for a LETTER
FOUR for a BOY
FIVE for SILVER
SIX for GOLD
SEVEN for a SECRET
EIGHT for ETERNITY
NINE for the DEVIL

‘Darned close to being the  
perfect historical mystery series.’ 

Booklist

the 
SpLENDOUR  

and the 
SqUaLOR  

of 
SIXTH-CENTURY  

BYzaNTIUm

‘an outstanding  
historical mystery series.’  

publishers Weekly
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      W
INE OF VIOLENCE / PRISCILLA ROYAL

01 November 2012
Fiction/Historical * 228x145mm * 256 pages
E 9781908800909 £7.99 * HB 9781781850008 £14.99 * XTPB 9781781850015 £12.99
Territories: BCOM XCAN * Rights: SL, LP

a mystery series compared to Ellis Peters’ Cadfael, set around the priory of  
Tyndal in thirteenth century Britain.

It is late summer in the year 1270. Simon de Montfort’s rebellion is over, but  
the smell of death still hangs over the land. On a remote East anglian coast, 

stands the priory of Tyndal, where the monks and nuns of the Order of  
Fontevraud long for a return to routine. 

Their hopes are dashed, however, when twenty-one-year-old Eleanor of  
Wynethorpe is appointed Prioress by King Henry III over the elected choice  

of the priory itself. young and inexperienced, Eleanor will face a grave struggle 
to win over her resentful flock – but she will also have to cope with the violence 

of a brutal murder. In a place dedicated to love and peace, Eleanor will find  
little of either.

PrISCILLa rOyaL has written eight books in the Medieval Mystery series. 

1. wine of Violence

2. TyranT of The Mind

3. sorrow wiThouT end

4.  JusTice for The daMned

5. forsaken soul

6. chaMbers of deaTh

7. Valley of dry bones

8. a killing season

eleanor of Tyndal
L I F E  a N D  D E a T H  I N  M E D I E V a L  B r I T a I N

‘anyone who hasn’t read Priscilla royal’s mysteries yet  
is in for a treat. She paints the 13th century in bold, convincing 

colours and portrays its people with style, suspense and wit.’  
Sharon Kay Penman

‘With its intriguing plot, chilling conclusion and characters  
who exhibit universal and timeless feelings, this fresh first  

has all the potential to evolve into a series as enduring  
as Ellis Peters’ Brother Cadfael books.’  

Publishers Weekly

SerIeS 
lauNcH
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      SOM
ETHING YOU ARE / HANNA JAM

ESON

01 december 2012
Fiction/Crime * 228x145mm * 320 pages

e 9781781850503 £7.99 * Hb 9781908800213 £7.99 
territories: WORLD * rights: AU, SL, US, LP

Is evil something you do? Or something you are?  
Debut noir from an extraordinary British talent.

Nic Caruana is paid to kill people. He never meant to end up this way. Now  
he inhabits the bleak, dark city that runs like a seam beneath London.

He’s been hired to track down the killer of an arms dealer’s daughter, using 
any weapon necessary to get to the truth. But Nic has become obsessed with 

beautiful, damaged Clare – his employer’s wife and definitely not for the taking. 
This stricken mother has her own twisted agenda, and Nic has nothing in his 

armoury to protect himself from what is to come. 

First in the London underground Series.

HaNNa JaMESON has lived in the united Kingdom and australia.  
She is twenty-two years old and studying at the university of Sussex.

‘Hanna Jameson writes 
like an angel on speed. 
Ellroy and sometimes 
Rankin walk you to the 
dark side brilliantly. 
Something You Are is no 
less gripping, shocking 
and relentless.’
Q mAGAziNe

£7.99SPECIALHARDBACK PRICE
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      NOCTURNE / JOSEPH W
AM

BAUGH

01 december 2012
Fiction/Crime * 228x145mm * 336 pages
e 9781781850534 £7.99 * Hb 9781908800558 £16.99 * Xtpb 9781908800565 £12.99
territories: BCOM XCAN * rights: AU, SL, LP

a panoramic tale of Los angeles from Joseph Wambaugh,  
a grandmaster of crime fiction.

The Los angeles district of San Pedro was one of the world’s busiest harbours. 
Now it is a locus for gangs and human trafficking. The ubiquitous Croatian and 
Italian longshoremen have diminished in numbers and influence. One Croat, 

Dinko Babich, has even stooped to taxi service. 

But one night, driving a 19-year-old Mexican dancer to her club,  
he falls desperately for this sweet, sincere and endearing girl. and when she sees 
something she shouldn’t have, something that links her to an investigation of a 

shipping container filled with 13 corpses, Dinko will do all he can to protect her 
from the lethal and terrifying men behind it.

JOSEPH WaMBauGH is a former LaPD detective, multiple New York Times 
bestseller and the acknowledged father of the modern police novel.

‘Joe Wambaugh has been one of those necessary voices 
through the years – sometimes angry, sometimes illuminating, 
often wise, always funny and fascinating – and without him, 
the lives of many readers would be smaller. Including mine.’  

STEPHEN KING

‘Joseph Wambaugh has been writing books that matter for 
a long, long time. He has always blazed a unique path in the 
field of crime fiction. These are stories with depth of charac-
ter and humour and a cold, hard honesty that rings true with 
every read. I’m one of the few lucky enough to have already 

read a copy of Nocturne. It’s Wambaugh at his best!’ 
MICHaEL CONNELLy

‘Joseph Wambaugh has created some of the most  
original crime fiction ever.’ JaMES PaTTErSON

‘Joseph Wambaugh is the writer who convinced me that the  
popular fiction of today can be the literature of tomorrow.’

T. JEFFErSON ParKEr  

‘I run to get Joe’s books, but they’re so good they make me  
feel like quitting my job and doing something else. a genuine   

luminary and a real figurehead for the genre.’  
LEE CHILD

‘Writers are formed from their own reading. We’re all the  
products of those whom we’ve read, and loved. So Joseph  

Wambaugh bears some responsibility for what I’ve become, 
for better or worse. One of the greats.’  

JOHN CONNOLLy

TrIBuTES TO JOSEPH WaMBauGH  
ON HIS 75TH BIrTHDay
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      FIRST DAUGHTER / ERIC VAN LUSTBADER

01 december 2012
Fiction/Crime * 228x145mm * 400 pages

e 9781781850541 £7.99 * Hb 9781781850060 £16.99 * Xtpb 9781781850077 £12.99
territories: BCOM XCAN * rights: AU, SL, LP

First in a series starring Jack McClure, agent for the Bureau of alcohol, Tobacco 
& Firearms. Lustbader is the author of robert Ludlum’s Jason Bourne series.

When an accident takes the life of his daughter, Emma, aTF agent Jack  
McClure blames himself, numbing the pain by submerging himself in work. 

Then he receives a call from his old friend Edward Carson. 

Carson is just weeks from taking the reins as President of the united States 
when his daughter, alli, is kidnapped. Because alli’s best friend was Emma  

McClure, Carson turns to Jack, the one man he can trust to go to any lengths  
to find his daughter and bring her home safely.

ErIC VaN LuSTBaDEr is the author of more than twenty-five novels,  
which have been translated into over twenty languages.

JacK mcclure 

‘Rarely have I read a book that grabs you so fast in the opening scene,  
then keeps up the pace until the very last page. Goodbye, sleep; hello,  

First Daughter.’ Jeffery deaver

‘I’ve long been a fan of Eric Van Lustbader, and he’s at his heart-pounding  
best with First Daughter. Here are the chills you’ve been looking for.’  

teSS gerrItSeN 

‘The master of the smart thriller.’ NelSoN demIlle

‘Action, suspense and politics blended to perfection by a master.  
An automatic buy-today-read-tonight author for me.’  

lee cHIld

grIevINg fatHer – preSIdeNtIal advISor   
atf ageNt for tHe uNIted StateS goverNmeNt 
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MEET KATE SHUgAK
(AnD MUTT)

1.  A Cold Day for Murder
2.  A Fatal Thaw
3.  Dead in the Water
4.  A Cold-blooded Business 
5.  Play With Fire 
6.  Blood Will Tell 
7.  Breakup 
8.  Killing grounds 
9.  Hunter’s Moon 
10. Midnight Come Again 
11. The Singing of the Dead 
12. A Fine and Bitter Snow 
13. A grave Denied 
14. A Taint in the Blood 
15. A Deeper Sleep 
16. Whisper to the Blood 
17. A night Too Dark
18. Though not Dead 
19. Restless in the grave  

THE HEROInE 
Kate Shugak is a native aleut who lives on an 160-acre homestead 
in a national park, on one of the world’s last great frontiers. Her 
roommate is a half-wolf, half-husky dog named Mutt. Kate can 

shoot a rifle, butcher a moose, overhaul an engine and survive in 
remote regions of the alaskan wilderness. 

THE AUTHOR 
In 1991 Dana Stabenow, born in alaska and raised on a 75-foot 
fishing trawler, was offered a three-book deal for the first of her 

Kate Shugak mysteries. In 1992, the first in the series, A Cold day 
for murder, received an Edgar award from the Crime Writers of 

america for best paperback novel. 

THE PHEnOMEnOn
Eighteen books later, Dana and Kate are regular residents on the 

New York Times bestseller list. In the words of a Washington Post 
reviewer:‘an outstanding series. If you’ve never visited alaska,  
it’s also an intriguing introduction to that big, brawling, rather 

bewildering state.’

THE BRITISH DEBUT 
In December 2012, Kate Shugak, Mutt and Dana Stabenow will 

make their long overdue debut in Britain and the Commonwealth 
with the first three novels available in paperback. By the beginning 
of 2014, all the Kate Shugak novels will be available in paperback. 

01 december 2012
Fiction/Crime * 198x129mm * 208 pages

pb 9781908800398 £6.99
territories: BCOM XCAN * rights: AU, SL, LP

01 december 2012
Fiction/Crime * 198x129mm * 208 pages

pb 9781908800404 £6.99
territories: BCOM XCAN * rights: AU, SL, LP

01 december 2012
Fiction/Crime * 198x129mm * 224 pages

pb 9781908800411 £6.99
territories: BCOM XCAN * rights: AU, SL, LP

SerIeS 
lauNcH

SCAN FOR 1ST CHAPTER



45

SC
AN

 F
OR

 1
ST

 C
HA

PT
ER

      THE ROOK / DANIEL O’M
ALLEY

01 JaNuary 2013
Fiction/Fantasy * 228x145mm * 496 pages
e 9781908800879 £7.99 * Hb 9781908800374 £16.99 * Xtpb 9781908800381 £12.99
territories: BCOM XCAN XANZ * rights: AU, SL, LP

 an astonishing fantasy debut following a secret organization,  
the Checquy, that keeps the world safe from supernatural threat.

‘The body you are wearing used to be mine.’  
So begins the letter Myfanwy Thomas is holding when she comes to  

in a London park surrounded by dead bodies wearing latex gloves. With no 
memory of who she is, Myfanwy must follow the instructions her former self left 
behind. She soon learns that she is a rook of the Checquy Court, the highest-

ranking members of Her Majesty’s Supernatural Secret Service. 

and that she possesses rare and lethal supernatural abilities of her own. 

and that someone in her organization wants her dead. 

DaNIEL O’MaLLEy has an Ma in Medieval History. He lives in australia.
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      NICHOLAS AND ALEXANDRA / ROBERT K. M
ASSIE

01 JaNuary 2013
Non Fiction/Biography * 234x153mm * 608 pages

e 9781781850565 £7.99 * tpb 9781908800268 £19.99
territories: BCOM XCAN * rights: AU, SL, LP

Complementing Massie’s Peter the Great, a paean to the last days,  
and the last rulers of russia’s Empire.

In this commanding book, robert K. Massie sweeps readers back  
to the extraordinary world of imperial russia to tell the story of the  

romanovs. Nicholas’s political naïveté, alexandra’s obsession with the corrupt 
mystic rasputin, and little alexis’s brave struggle with haemophilia. 

against a lavish backdrop of luxury and intrigue, Massie unfolds 
 a powerful drama of passion and history – the story of a doomed empire  

and the death-marked royals who watched it crumble.

rOBErT K. MaSSIE is a Pulitzer Prize-winning, New York Times bestselling  
historian. He lives in New york.

‘a moving, rich and densely documented  
account of the last romanovs. The tale is so bizarre,  

no melodrama is equal to it.’ NeWSWeek

‘a wonderfully rich tapestry, the colours fresh and clear,  
every strand sewn in with a sure hand. Massie describes those 
strange and terrible years with sympathy and understanding...  
They come vividly alive before our eyes.’ NeW York TimeS

 
‘an all-too-human picture... Both Nicholas and alexandra,  
with all their failings, come truly alive, as does their almost  

storybook romance.’ NeWSdAY
 

‘a magnificent and intimate picture... Not only the main characters 
but a whole era become alive and comprehensible.’ hArPer’S
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